
 
 
There are also some comments made by the following which were made after Melksham Without 
Parish Council considered the application in August 2021: 
 
Highways - Have since updated their comments from October 2021 and made no objection 
following an improved junction layout and request a Travel Plan.  It appears the Highway Officer has 
had site of amended access plans, which don’t appear on the planning portal. 
Ecology – Oct 2021: Objection. Mentions no Ecological Parameters Plan submitted, but they have 
since submitted one.  (Cannot see an updated response as yet) 
Spatial Planning – Sept 2021  (David Way): Development outside settlement boundary.  Not 
supported in principle as it would not accord with the strategy and pattern  of development 
anticipated by the Wiltshire Core Strategy and Joint Neighbourhood Plan.  Therefore, from a 
strategic policy perspective, the proposal would not constitute sustainable development and 
thereby also conflict with the principle aims of the NPPF and therefore Spatial planning object to 
proposals. 
Drainage: have updated their comments and say maintain objection until the agreement in principle 
from Network Rail and Wessex Water is provided (as  this provides the confidence that the site has a 
feasible outfall and therefore a feasible drainage strategy.  Once agreement provided will withdraw 
objection. 
 
Network Rail extract from recent comments:  Following consultation between the developer and 
public rights of way at Wiltshire Council, it was confirmed that a diversion order would not be 
supported by Wiltshire council. The developer now proposes to provide a contribution of 
£150,000.00 towards miniature stop lights at ‘Melksham without 92’ level crossing, therefore 
Network Rail removes its objection to the above application; This would be subject to a mechanism 
being included either within a Unilateral Undertaking (example attached) or S106 agreement. The 
provision of a contribution will mitigate the impact the proposed development will have on 
Melksham without 92 level crossing. It will meet the requirements of Regulation 122(2) of the 
Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010 (as amended) for the following reasons: 
 
SAFETY Any works on this land will need to be undertaken following engagement with Asset 
Protection to determine the interface with Network Rail assets, buried or otherwise and by entering 
into a Basis Asset Protection Agreement, if required, with a minimum of 3months notice before 
works start. Initially the outside party should contact assetprotectionwestern@networkrail.co.uk.  
 
FENCING Because of the nature of the proposed developments we consider that there will be an 
increased risk of trespass onto the railway. The Developer must provide a suitable trespass proof 
fence adjacent to Network Rail’s boundary (minimum approx. 1.8m high) and make provision for its 
future maintenance and renewal. Network Rail’s existing fencing / wall must not be removed or 
damaged.  
 
DRAINAGE Soakaways / attenuation ponds / septic tanks etc, as a means of storm/surface water 
disposal must not be constructed near/within 5 metres of Network Rail’s boundary or at any point 
which could adversely affect the stability of Network Rail’s property/infrastructure. Storm/surface 
water must not be discharged onto Network Rail’s property or into Network Rail’s culverts or drains. 
Network Rail’s drainage system(s) are not to be compromised by any work(s). Suitable drainage or 
other works must be provided and maintained by the Developer to prevent surface water flows or 
run-off onto Network Rail’s property / infrastructure. Ground levels – if altered, to be such that 
water flows away from the railway. Drainage is not to show up on Buried service checks.  
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NOISE Network Rail would remind the council and the applicant of the potential for any noise/ 
vibration impacts caused by the proximity between the proposed development and the existing 
railway, which must be assessed in the context of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
and the local planning authority should use conditions as necessary. The current level of railway 
usage may be subject to change at any time without prior notification including increased frequency 
of trains, night time train running and heavy freight trains. There is also the potential for 
maintenance works to be carried out on trains, which is undertaken at night and means leaving the 
trains’ motors running which can lead to increased levels of noise. We therefore strongly 
recommend that all future residents are informed of the noise and vibration emanating from the 
railway, and of potential future increases in railway noise and vibration. 
 


